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A NEW SPECIES OF OPISTHOBRANCHIA FROM VICTORIA
(Mollusca, Gastropada)
By Raprrr F. Rury

It is now twenty-three vears since the present species of Aglain
wnder discussion was first observed and collected. In 1934, Mrs.
M, E. Freanie of Altona, Vietoria, forwarded a single specunen
callected at Altena, Port Phillip Bay, to the Australian Museun.
Miss Joyee Allan, Tormer Curator of Malluses at the Australian
Muset, kindly sent me a copy (1t 19537 of the notes and a ronwel:
sketch aof the specimien and its sheil made al that tme (w ]9"“)

i 1933, Mass Allan described Aglafe taronge from Sydney
Harbour, and although this is now thooght 10 e a colonr variety
of a tropieal species, it 15 large and very colonsful. 1 was recorded
from Swan Bay, Queenscliff (inside Pun Fhillip Bav), by the
preseny writer in J. Malacol, Soc. Awst., 1013 (1957). In 1909,
Verco described a very fine shell extracted from a specimen
enllected ar Troubridge 1sland, South Australia, as A. troubridyen-
518, From the size of the shell, the naknows animal of this species
waoutld have been over, five inches long. This species is apparently
kjipwii oiitv from the nrxgmal colection.

The species described below as new differs greatly from both
the species mentioned above mataly i size. Of all the specimens
known to the writer none is over 20 mm, in overall length, and
the shell 15 consistently nnder 3 mm, uw major dianjeter.

The type specimen of this species and a ghell taken from a para-
type have been presented to the Narional Museum, Melhourne,

NOMENCLATURAL POSITION OF THE GENUS
AGT.ALA
Class GASTROPODA
Sub-class QPISTHOBRANCIITIA
Order CEPHALASFIDEA
Suli-order Phalinacen

Family  Aglaiidae
Genus Aglaia

AGLATA Rewser, 1804,

Animal smooth, soft, dorsally separated into two shields hv a
transverse groove. Foot wide, truncate, continued laterally inlo
ewao fairly ample parapodia divided posteriorly. Rhinophores and
head appendages absent but small liumps, faminae or bristles ma
he present on either sids of the mouth, Shell minute, internal,
fragile, o1 very few whorls of which the last is usually free, Gill
1arge hipinnate, on posterior right side of hody. Radula, jaws, and
stonmach plates absent) buceal mass Yarge. Type: A, dbicoleraly
Renier.



THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST Vol. 74

Prate VIII

Fig. 1.—.lglata querttor sp. nov.: a, dorsal aspect: b, right-lateral aspect:
¢, shell.

Fig. 2—.dgluia taronaa Allan, left-lateral aspect.
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AGLAIA QUERITOR K. F. Burn, sp. nov.

Smiall, abour 20 mun. long and 4 mnn. broad. Body-form cylin-
drical, dorsally divided into two unequal shiglds, auterior shield
comprising ahour one third of total leagth; ends blunty rounded.
Traot broad, contimued laterally inta small, short and thick parapodia
always close to the body and never undulating as i other species
Posterior shield continyted rearwards miro a thin fuonel-hke wemn-
hrane enclosing the shell. Call very small, of 4 or 5 ipinnate pinmae
on a single arm, in cavity formed by membrane covering free wherl
of shell, Shell minute, whally internal, of 1°3 whaorls, the outerpurt
heing free, very fragile, rhick along inner edge and membranous
toward outer margins. General budy colour velyer, hiack flecked
witlt light Dlue , anterior shield with a single blue cdging an ether
side of the median Jine along the posteror edge: nmer sides of
parapodia pale grey, gill dull green, shell opague swhite.

Habitat : Portaclington (TYPE ). one specimen, Jan. 1957, ROF.
Burn, Portarlington, two spechnens, Aug.-Oct, 1954 R T Burn ;
Larguay, one specitnen, Dec. 1954, R, T Burn; Altona, one speci-
men, 1934, Mrs. Ifreane (i Austsalian Museam collection].

Stafion: Rare, only single specimens aken. erawling on sand
and neder stones (Porarimgton) ; feeding on rotiing seaweed in
rack poal (Torquayv).

Remrks, Some specniens are a dell yellow in general colour
hut these are alwavs heavily maculated with hiack. When in
mation, the posterior membrane is extended horzouamlly untal it
forms a cylindrical funmel, but when L4s resting it s contracted,
A tavanga, the ather record of the genus from Victoria, 15 teadily
distinguished from this species, 4. foronge has iree parapocia
which are wavv-edged, and the gill s large, passing completely
across the body under the shell, The rear edge of the anrerior shield
is rajsed up like a protective guard, and the general hody colour
is striped with orange and whire,

Bunn. A Nese Species of Opissthebranchia from Victorie 117

Rertabm =

Allan, Tovee, 1933, Koo Aust, Mus, 18 (%)
— L1950, Anst. Shells, 216-18.

JUNIOR AGE NATURE RECORD

Jumor Age is making the suniner period (ending on Jantary 31) one fux
holiday recording. Reenrd Buoks are supplicd 1w auy grotwp of three or nioce
juier enthusiasts who will st surviyvals of onginal Victorion Rord, So iar,
the work carried out and exammied bihcates that age had liatle nfluence on
its quality, but age groups, as well 25 the opportamtics provided by a given
district, will he taken i6to aceaunt when prizes are awarded i Feheuary
There 15 a tendency to overestimate the amownt of necessary botavical kugw -
loige. Hawever, members of the Club can greatly assist (e enterprise o1
Jumor Age by lfeachug oc helping a sroup.

—W. WapueLt.



